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Press Release

Groupe BPCE announces its participation in Project Agora

Paris, September 16, 2024

Groupe BPCE has been selected, along with more than forty banks and financial companies from the
private sector, to participate in the Agora project, in collaboration with the Bank for International
Settlements (BIS), seven central banks, and the Institute of International Finance (lIF), to experiment
with the use of tokenization technology in cross-border payments.

Project Agora (Greek for "marketplace") is structured as a public-private collaboration. It brings together seven
central banks: Bank of France (representing the Eurosystem), Bank of Japan, Bank of Korea, Bank of Mexico,
Swiss National Bank, Bank of England and the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, convened by the Bank for
International Settlements (BIS).

These central banks will work in partnership with a group of private financial companies, including Groupe
BPCE, in collaboration with the Institute of International Finance (lIF).

The project will explore how to effectively connect tokenized deposits from commercial banks with tokenized
central bank money (a digital version of the currency issued by central banks), all within a programmable
financial platform, involving both public and private actors.

Nicolas Namias, CEO of BPCE: «True to its position as both a leading player in payments and a pioneer in
innovation, Groupe BPCE is pleased to contribute to the success of the Agoré project through its recognized
expertise in cross-border payments in Europe and around the world, as well as its proven tokenization
solutions. »

About Groupe BPCE

Groupe BPCE is the second-largest banking group in France. Through its 100,000 staff, the group serves 35 million
customers —individuals, professionals, companies, investors and local government bodies — around the world. It operates
in the retail banking and insurance fields in France via its two major networks, Banque Populaire and Caisse d’Epargne,
along with Banque Palatine and Oney. It also pursues its activities worldwide with the asset & wealth management
services provided by Natixis Investment Managers and the wholesale banking expertise of Natixis Corporate &
Investment Banking. The Group's financial strength is recognized by four credit rating agencies with the following senior
preferred LT ratings: Moody's (A1, stable outlook), Standard & Poor's (A+, stable outlook), Fitch (A+, stable outlook) and
R&I (A+, stable outlook).
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